
Jonah 

Chapter 4:1-5 
 

 

Handout 5 – Literary framework 

• Jonah 4:1-2 

Now the funnel finally tightens 

We are now left with God, and Jonah 

Literally, burning up with anger” 

Jonah’s response is almost incomprehensible 

I love the statement from Terrence Fretheim 

“I suppose that if anything is sin, this is. Rebellion against grace.” 

Who initiates this conversation? Is that significant? 

Again, Jonah is a good dude 

He is the one that turns to God in his frustration 

 

The problem in the final scene is seen thru Jonah’s anger 

It starts with his anger 

The conversation of anger is kept alive in verses 4 and 9 by God with His question 

And this continues to the last sentence in this Story 

Jonah is ANGRY, REALLY Angry 

And why is He angry? 

And the question is, is his anger justified? 

• Mal. 2:17, 3:14, 18 

 

Interesting, really has shades of Exodus 14:12 

 

Do any of you know, or have any of you ever heard, of this statement Jonah makes 

about God? 

Does it sound familiar? 

REALLY familiar creed in Israel 

It actually occurs some 10 times in the Old Testament text 

• Ex. 34:6-7, Num. 14:18, Neh. 9:17, Psalm 86:15, 103:8, 145:8, Nah. 1:3, II 

Chron. 30:9 

And it is alluded to in many other places (Psalm 111:4, 112:4, 116:8) 

Psalm 145 is particularly key as it is applied to not just Israel but to everything He 

has made 

The essence of this creed is the affirmation of the priority of grace in all God’s 

dealings with His creation 



In the Narrative, the text does not describe God’s mercy and God’s Justice on 

equal terms 

God’s wrath and judgment are the foreign concept if you will 

His GOAL is relationship remember? 

And even when judgment is pronounced or shown to be knocking at the door, still 

God waits and hopes for a change of heart 

• Hos. 11:6-9 

 

In two of them, Joel 2:13 and here in Jonah a key phrase is actually added 

“God repents (niham) of carrying out threatened punishment” 

Divine acceptance and love is placed ALONG SIDE God’s willingness to change 

His mind 

 

Here’s a question. Does Jonah disagree with the fact that God is like this? 

Jonah doesn’t have a problem with the confession in and of itself 

His problem again is with how God appears to be indiscriminate about it 

Jonah would say God is like an over indulgent parent 

He would say he is like a parent that spares the rod and spoils the child 

Of course this wasn’t his argument when the storm hit 

This wasn’t his argument when he was inside a fish 

 

Now Jonah shows his anger 

Jonah will be angry IF GOD WON’T…read he thinks He should be 

 

One last note – notice he doesn’t NAME his country 

Israel is NEVER mentioned in this book 

Might be an Exile thing 

 

• Jonah 4:3-4 

Notice God does not break off the conversation 

He simply refuses to simply acquiesce 

 

How could have Jonah responded? 

How does he respond? 

He could have simply picked up his marbles and gone home 

Instead, he wrestles…pretty cool 

 

A death wish in the Old Testament is extremely rare 

Can you think of an example? 

There are HUGE parallels to Elijah here 



- Saved by an animal 

- Feeling that life has treated him unfairly, perhaps God is being unfair 

- Hear about the “days walk” 

- Have the “40 days” 

- I Kings 19:4 

There is a striking difference though 

- Elijah is depressed over his FAILURE to turn their hearts 

- Jonah is depressed over his SUCCESS in turning their hearts 

 

Let’s ask the question…why does Jonah want to die? 

What will this accomplish? 

He wants to distance himself from God 

 

Again, let’s recall the history for those reading this 

Israel has been exiled 

Now the faithful remnant return 

And after 100 years life sucks 

They are starving, the city is in ruins, their land is next to nothing size wise, and 

the surrounding countries are pounding on them 

And to top it all off, their Prophets said this would all work out 

And NOW life is being offered to the wicked, the worst of the worst 

All the while Israel, God’s “possession” suffers 

Again, remember Malachi – Out faith has been in vain 

 

One more thing to note 

We have already seen how bad theology, remaking God into OUR image can lead 

to disobedience 

Now we can also see how bad thinking can lead to despair 

Again, Jonah is living in a NON-REALITY 

No wonder life as he EXPECTS it isn’t working out 

 

• Jonah 4:5 

Jonah withdraws to a rise East of the City with a view 

He waiting, watching to see what their ultimate fate will be 

Unaware that it is his own fate that is under God’s scrutiny 

What does he do? 

He makes a shelter 

Anyone else have a different translation? 

The Hebrew word is SUKKAH 

It means literally he built a BOOTH 



What does that mean? What is Jonah doing? 

It is the root that we derive the Hebrew word Succoth from  

What is Succoth? 

It is almost always indicative of a celebration of deliverance 

This is HILARIOUS 

Jonah builds an Israelite booth commemorating Succoth, the celebration of God’s 

deliverance 

While he sits and pouts that God is delivering these wicked Ninevites 

 

Fascinating too, Jonah sits in a leafy booth while the King of Nineveh sits in ashes 

  


